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CHAPTER I 
THE PROBLEM AND ITS SETTING 
Newspapers, a major component of that totality of communicative de¬ 
vices termed mass media, have a profound effect on existing opinion concern¬ 
ing any social issue. This is as true in the case of racial issues as it 
is with any other issue. Since people have a tendency to suppress their 
personal whims, in many cases, in order to conform with majority opinion, 
the editors of newspapers can do much to influence their readers. It is 
true, however, that many editors attempt not so much to mold public opinion 
as to reflect it, irrespective of their personal beliefs. 
Theoretical background.—Robert E. Park points out that newspapers aid 
in the formation of public opinion and in the mobilization of the community 
for political action. "It is obvious," he points out, "that the press has 
been everywhere an important instrument in the formulation of political 
1 
policy." 
Park is concerned with both the opinion which appears on editorial 
pages and that which emerges out of the attempts of individuals to formulate 
and rationalize their own conceptions of what they read, with or without 
the assistance of the news staff. "Public opinion," he says, "is political 
opinion — the opinion that emerges when, in the essence of some emergence, 
2 
some political action is in progress." But Park feels that public opinion, 




once fixed or codified, has a conservative effect and maintains the status 
quo instead of initiating social change. In such a situation, the press 
has a two-fold role; it orients the public in regard to the particular 
issue in question, and helps to terminate discussion through the mobiliza¬ 
tion of community action. 
Parks feels that news does not influence either political action or 
morale. Rather, he asserts that the tendency is for news to distract 
attention, and in doing so, to increase tension. He intimates that, ordi¬ 
narily, the functions of news do not include the initiation of secular 
political movements. "On the other hand," he says, "when some important 
or disturbing event occurs that ‘makes the front page' and captures the 
headlines, it may also capture and hold attention for days and weeks.... 
The press has been both exalted and denounced. This is to be expected 
since, like most other agencies, it possesses some good and some bad. What 
is confusing, however, is that statements of its purposes and functions 
have been contradictory. The defenders of the press "make a convincing 
case that as an institution it is a bulwark of democratic processes, a sound 
mentor of public opinion, a fair and fearless exposer of wrong and defender 
2 
of right." They point to the extreme standards to which editors claim to 
adhere, to the propaganda campaigns in behalf of clean politics and public 
decency, and to the martyrs among editors who have undergone threats of 
death as well as persecution to stand by what they felt to be right. "If 
they acknowledge that the press in other countries may be corrupt it is 
•hlbid. 
2 
Paul Walter, Jr., "The Press," Social Control, ed. Joseph S. Roucek 
et al. (Princeton, 1956), p. 1*28. 
3 
chiefly to throw into high relief, by contrast, the supposed virtues of the 
American type of journalism."^ Lapses from social morality, as in the case 
of "yellow journalism," are considered as exceptions to the general rule. 
Those who take this view generally insist that the press of a democratic 
nation should be subjected to the least possible external control over its 
various activities and methods. 
By its very nature, the press attempts to exert control over large 
numbers of individuals, either whole populations or large segments of people 
having common bonds and similar interests. The very nature of printing 
and mass distribution indicates, as the natural field of the press, mass 
2 
control. The press, in all of its branches, has as one of its aims the 
consolidation of individuals'decisions into collective consensus in various 
-5 
fields of thought and activity. 
At the other extreme, it is asserted by the critics of the press that 
profits, rather than public interest, are the chief concern of those who 
control newspapers. It is further pointed out that on many occasions the 
press is utilized to harass advocates of reform and to support the motives 
of the priviledged few. The contention is that it gives little or no atten¬ 
tion to news or opinions which might be considered detrimental to the inter¬ 






society, it is said to be necessarily tied to a defense of the status quo. 
An antithetical claim concerning external control of the press is 
that "reader interest" takes precedence over advertisers as a regulator of 
what is written. "Unless the enterprise 'plays the game' as the public 
understands it," says Walter, "the public may withhold their very necessary 
support and the enterprise languishes and dies." This has so often been the 
case that all publishers realize the tragic implications for those who do 
not "know the game."^ 
The factor to which Park refers as "the power of the press" and to 
which Walter also alludes is reflected in the findings of Berelson. He says 
that many people use the commentaries of columnists as a touchstone for their 
own opinions. Typical of many responses to Berelson's inquiry as to what 
effect missing the newspaper may have on the reader is the following: "I 
don't have the details now, I just have the result. It's almost like reading 
2 
the headlines of the newspaper without following up the story." The re¬ 
spondent further stated: 
I miss the detail and the explanation of events leading up 
to the news. I like to get the story behind and development 
leading up to — its' more penetrating... I like to analyze 
for myself why things do happen and after getting the writer's 
opinion of it from various newspapers, in which each one por¬ 
trays the story in a different manner, I have a broader view 
and a more detailed view when I formulate my own opinion.3 
Others give newspapers credit for power beyond mere opinion making. 
^Ibid. 
^Bernard Berelson, "What Missing the Newspaper Means," Public Opinion 
and Propaganda, ed. Katz et. al. (New York 195U), p. 266. 
Ibid. 
5 
Barnouw, in describing what he calls the "communication cycle," says, "In 
a particular state of feeling and expectation certain incoming signals... 
/ignite attention, tap emotion and call upon related information which im¬ 
pels the formation of an ide^7 thereby driving us toward action."^- 
Ho viand, Janis, and Kelly feel that not only political beliefs, but 
social and ethical ones as well, are developed by communication via mass 
2 
media. 
The problem.—What does the press do with the far reaching power it 
is said to have? There is some evidence that newspapers sometimes attempt 
to manipulate the views held by their audiences on particular issues. The 
present study concentrates on the treatment of the issue of Negro-white 
relations by the Southern white press. It attempts to answer the question, 
is news concerning Negro-white relations given relatively the same amount 
of emphasis regardless to what took place in the event being covered? The 
study also focuses on the treatment of Negro activity by the press. The 
question to be answered in this particular phase of analysis is, does the 
Southern white press cover all Negro activities or does it concentrate on 
unfavorable news? 
While many studies have been devoted to the detection of news slanting, 
most of them have emphasized columnists1 tendencies to take a stand on given 
issues. It must be kept in mind that this investigation is concerned with 
the bias inherent in space manipulation, the use of attention-getting devices, 
Erik Barnouw, Mass Communication (New York, 1956), p. 85. 
2 
Carl Ho viand, Irving Janis, and Harold Kelly, Communication and Per¬ 
suasion (New Haven, 1953), P* 56. 
6 
and the use of "loaded" words or phrases. If these devices and "loaded" 
words and phrases are put into great use in the newspaper coverage of an 
event, that event is considered, in this study, to be reported with great 
"intensity." In connection with the reporting of Negro activities, if it 
is found that from the various activities of Negroes, a newspaper most 
often chooses those which may be construed as undesirable, that newspaper 
will be considered to have a pattern of news selection which is unfavorable 
to Negroes. In short, this is a study of the intensity of racial news re¬ 
porting and of news selection. 
Hypotheses.—It is the special purpose of the study to detect the 
amount of variation in the policies of different Southern newspapers in re¬ 
gard to the factors — intensity and pattern of news selection — already 
mentioned. The following Hypotheses were formulated on the basis of infer¬ 
ences from casual observation of practices of the Southern press: 
1. Southern newspapers differ greatly in their treatment of news 
concerning various aspects of Negro-white relations. 
a. The intensity with which news concerning the relations 
of the races is covered varies according to whether or 
not the prejudiced reading audience is to gain from what 
takes place in the event covered, and varies more in the 
widely-circulated newspapers of Mississippi, Alabama, and 
South Carolina, than in those of other Southern states. 
b. Intensity of coverage also varies according to whether or 
not the activities of Negroes which are covered are 
threatening to prejudiced whites, 
2. In the widely circulated newspaper of all non-border Southern 
7 
states, news about the activities of Negroes is predom¬ 
inantly unfavorable. 
a. Achievements by Negroes are either minimized, segre¬ 
gated, or omitted. 
b. Most of the unfavorable Negro news is concerned with 
crime. 
Method and data.—As with most content analyses, the problem of samp¬ 
ling presented some difficulty. This grew out of the fact that there were 
four universes from which samples were to be drawn. Given that the articles 
to be studied were to come from Southern newspapers, the following questions 
delineate the universes 
1. From which Southern states should the newspapers be chosen? 
2. From which newspapers (or titles) in each state should the 
issues be chosen? 
3. From which issues (or copies) should the articles be taken? 
U. Which articles should be chosen for analysis? 
It was decided that the sanqple would be restricted to a universe which 
excluded the border states—that is, Kentucky, Delaware, Oklahoma, Missouri, 
Maryland, and West Virginia—the state of Texas, and the District of Colum¬ 
bia. The remaining states, which often are referred to as the "deep South,” 
thus formed the primary universe of the sample—these include Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia. 
Following the lead of Foster in his study "Editorial Treatment of 
Education in the American Press," the titles (newspapers) were purposively 
8 
selected on the basis of size of circulation. Using Ayers and Son's 
Directory of Newspapers and Periodicals for 1961 as a source of information, 
the writer selected papers of large circulation in the cities and the states 
in which they are published. Since newspapers of large circulation exert 
some influence on those of smaller circulation in the same state, and since 
they are exposed to a larger reading audience, it was thought that they 
would better represent average news coverage in the South. They are not in 
every case typical of those in their areas, however, and, for this reason, 
care must be taken in attempts at generalizing from*the findings of this 
study. The titles chosen were: 
1. The Atlanta (Georgia) Constitution 
2. The Raleigh (North Carolina) News and Observer 
3. The Birmingham (Alabama) Post-Herald 
U. The Charleston (South Carolina) News and Courier 
5. The Mençhis (Tennessee) Commercial Appeal 
6. The Jackson (Mississippi) Daily News 
7. The (Jacksonville) Florida Times-Union 
8. The (Little Rock) Arkansas Gazette 
9. The Richmond (Virginia) Times-Dispatch 
10. The New Orleans (Louisiana) Times-Picayune 
Thirty-five issues of each title were analyzed for the study. The 
number of newspapers chosen was the result of efforts on the part of the 
writer to choose samples in seven-day units. The number thirty-five is a 
^Charles R. Foster, "Editorial Treatment of Negroes in the American 
Press," Boston: Harvard University Press, 1938» quoted in Bernard Berelson, 
Content Analysis in Communication Research (Glencoe, 19^2), p. 177. 
9 
multiple of seven, and its importance for the sampling process used in this 
study is that it represents five seven-day units. Berelson feels that the 
relevant content of newspapers may be subject to seasonal variations.^ In 
an attempt to control this bias and to avoid the distortion which might 
have occurred if all issues had been taken from those printed during the 
same year, the same day of the week, or weeks of the same sequential posi¬ 
tion in different months, a rotated sampling pattern was chosen which is 
similar to the one used by the Royal Commission on the Press in its study 
2 
of the British Press. The writer chose one copy of each title for each 
day of the fourth week of June, and third week of September of 1962 j one 
copy was also chosen for each day in the second week of January, the first 
week of April, and the fourth week of June of 1963. 
Having narrowed the final aspect of sampling down to the question of 
which articles were to be scrutinized, it was decided that every pertinent 
item (accounts of incidents involving Negroes, and manifestations growing 
out of Negro-white relations) would be analyzed. 
The first two phases of this study are concerned with the "intensity” 
with which race-oriented news was reported. As mentioned before, the "in¬ 
tensity" of news coverage depends upon the degree to which certain emphasis 
devices are put to use by columnists in reporting news events. The third 
phase of the investigation attempts to determine the type of image of the 
Negro that is projected by the press through the selection of news items 
for print. 
^Bernard Berelson. Content Analysis in Communication Research (Glencoe, 
1952), p. 178. 
^Royal Commission on the Press, 19U7-19U9, Report (His Majesty*s 
Stationer's Office, 19U9), quoted in Bernard Berelson, Content Analysis in 
Communication Research (Glencoe, 1952), p. 178. 
10 
One purpose of the study is to determine if news pertaining to race 
relations between Negroes and white people is reported, with the same amount 
of intensity by Southern newspapers regardless to whether the event covered 
enhances or damages the position of white segregationists with reference to 
discriminatory practices. In keeping with this aim, an attempt was made to 
determine the amount of emphasis the newspapers studied put on the coverage 
of events which are likely to be regarded as "indulgent," "deprivative", or 
"neutral" by an audience of prejudiced white people who uphold segregation 
and discrimination. In this study, a "deprivative event" is defined as an 
occurrence which either supports the Negro's value position that discrimina¬ 
tory practices should be eliminated or aids in the elimination of these 
practices. An "indulgent event" is an occurrence which either enhances the 
maintenance of discriminatory practices or attacks the Negro's value posi¬ 
tion. A "neutral event" is one which neither supports or attacks the Negro's 
value position. 
The second aim of this study is to compare the intensity of coverage 
of "decorum content," with the intensity of coverage of "threat content." 
The designation "decorum content" is given articles covering events which 
imply acceptance or tolerance of the status quo of race relations on the 
Negro's part. News concerning the Negro's challenge of the status quo is 
designated "threat content." Both of the aforementioned aims concern the 
strength or intensity of racial news coverage. 
Another significant undertaking of this study was to determine the 
"type" of news about Negroes which is most often given attention in Southern 
newspapers. Three categories of news articles — "favorable articles," 
"unfavorable articles," and "neutral articles"—were delineated for this 
11 
phase of the study. Any news about the Negro which tends to support the 
damaging stereotypes given him by whites is considered '•unfavorable, " while 
any news which tends to violate these stereotypes is designated as "favor¬ 
able." Articles which appear to have no effect on the stereotypes are con¬ 
sidered to be "neutral." 
Table 1 shows the number of articles analyzed in each phase of the 
study. 
TABLE 1 
NUMBER OF ARTICLES DRAWN IN SAMPLE BY 













Arkansas Gazette 112 65 120 
Atlanta Constitution 1M 90 161 
Birmingham Post-Herald 
Charleston News and 
121 96 131 
Courier 116 73 IltO 
Florida Times-Union 130 79 106 
Jackson Daily News 
Memphis Commercial 
1S3 112 179 
Appeal 
New Orleans Times- 
11*0 86 125 
Picayune 
Raleigh News and 
133 91 139 
Observer 12k 81 111 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 129 77 97 
All newspapers 1302 850 1309 
The content analysis of the items studied for indulgence and depriva¬ 
tion utilized Lasswell's scheme of content analysis. In schematic form, 
12 
it is: 
The final summary of a statement is in presentation categories: 
a statement is indulgent or deprivative of a given symbol (or 
symbols) to a given audience, with certain intensity. 
Orientation: Name of symbolj list of equivalents. 
Direction: 
Intensity: 
Indulgent (improves value position of 
audience) 
Deprivative (impairs value position of 
audience) 
The value (or values) with respect to 
which a statement is indulgent or depri¬ 
vative is a standard (or standards). 
Prominence (availability to attention) 
position 
emphasis devices (sign accessories 
guiding attention) 
Dynamism of symbol style (symbols insti¬ 
gating action). 
The following substitutions to Lasswell's scheme were made: 
1. Symbols: Segregation and discriminatory practices. 
a. Segregated schools 
b. Voting discrimination 
c. Segregated housing 
d. Segregated public facilities 
e. Job discrimination 
f. Discriminatory law enforcement practices 
g. Negro use of medical care and welfare 
h. Negro resistance to segregation and discrimination 
i. Resistance to equal rights by whites 
j. Other 
2. Audience: Prejudiced whites 
3. Value or "standard": The Belief that segregation is desirable 
and that discriminatory practices are acceptable. 
U. Emphasis devices: Caption size; column length* photographs 
or other iconic devices. 
^B. L. Smith, H. D. Lasswell, and R. D. Casey, Propaganda, Communica¬ 
tion, and Public Opinion (Princeton, 19i+6), p. 90. 
13 
5>. Position: Page on which article appears. 
6. Dynamism: Terminology which might prompt resistance by 
Negroes or prejudiced whites. 
The criteria of prominence which were used in this study are substan¬ 
tiated by Leonard Doob. He states that, "other things being equal, the 
larger the relative size of the headline, the greater the chance that the 
reader will be oriented toward it."1 He further says, "a story may also 
be perceived as a result of the page on which it appears and of its own 
2 
position on a particular page." As for the effect of iconic devices, he 
says that "a photograph or any kind of illustration on a page with no or 
few other pictorial devices serves to orient the reader toward the article 
3 
it accompanies." Finally, he says, "the amount of space given a story 
helps determine not only its scope and the number and kinds of responses 
that are evoked but also the readers' appraisal of its importance."^ 
Through substitution, Lasswell's instrument of analysis was adapted 
in the following form: 
Orientation: Segregation and Discriminatory practices; list 
of equivalents. 
Direction: Indulgence-An occurrence which is characterized 
by enhancement or spoken support of prejudiced 
whites' value position. 
Deprivation - An occurrence which is characterized 
by impairment or spoken attack of prejudiced 
whites' value position. 
^■Leonard W. Doob, Public Opinion and Propaganda (New York, 19U8), p. UiO. 
2Ibid., p. 1*1*1. 
3Ibid. 
^Ibid. 
Standard - The prejudiced whites' value position 
that segregation is desirable and that discrimi¬ 
natory practices should be maintained. 
Intensity: Prominence (page location) 
Emphasis devices (length of column, size of 
caption, and accompanying photograph or other 
iconic device) 
Dynamism (The presence of statements which 
might motivate resistance, or the use of 
emotionally toned words or phrases) 
The instrument used in determining the relative emphasis given the 
coverage of "threat content" and "decorum content" used the criteria of 
intensity mentioned above. However, orientation (Negro-white relations) 
was categorized as proceeding in one of two directions — toward conflict, 
or toward accommodation. 
As already mentioned, a measure of whether or not a news item about 
Negro activity is unfavorable is its relative support of unfavorable Negro 
stereotypes. Kimball Young's composite list of unfavorable Negro stereo¬ 
types,^" used as the instrument of analysis in this study, includes the fol¬ 
lowing traits: 
1. inferior mentality 
2. primitive morality 
3. emotional instability 
overassertiveness 
5. lazy and boisterous 
6. religious fanaticism 
7. fondness of gambling 
^Kimball Young, An Introductory Sociology (New York, 193U), pp. 158-63 
15 
8. gaudy and flashy dress 
9. close to anthropoid ancestors 
10. given to crimes of violence with razors and knives 
11. high birth rate threatening to white majority 
12. susceptible to bribery by politicians 
13. occupationally unstable. 
The aim of the study is to determine what proportion of the articles 
about Negroes’ activities substantiated these stereotypes, what proportion 
violated them, and what proportion had no effect on them. 
For the analysis of directional (indulgent, deprivative, or neutral) 
items, the pertinent facts about each article were recorded on a 3” x 5” 
index card. These facts are: the name and date of the paper; the captionj 
the orientation] the direction (whether indulgent, neutral or deprivative); 
and the intensity, which includes (l) caption size, (2) page on which located, 
(3) column length, (k) the letter "Pn to denote an accompanying photograph 
or other iconic device, or the letters ”N/P” to denote the absence of these, 
and (9) any dynamic statement which might motivate action. A typical card 
is shown in figure 1. 
Memphis Commercial Appeal, I/I4./63 











Deprivative - Prospective loss 
Action 
"...Private citizens have the 
right to practice private 
discrimination ...." 
Figure 1.—Typical data card for study of 
directional news. 
16 
The measure of threatening or decorous news involved similar record¬ 
ing of facts. The criteria of intensity were the same as in the preceding 
analysis. Other pertinent data were the name and date of the paper, the 
caption, and the word "threat", "decorum" whenever applicable. A typical 
card for this is shown in figure 2. 
Charleston News and Courier 7/13/62 
"King Vows To Push Racial Fight" 
1. Cap. 5/16" 
2. Page gA Threat 
3. Col. 
U. N/P Repeated use of words 
5. Action such as "fight" and "push" 
Figure 2.—Typical data card for study of 
threat - decorum content. 
In dealing with the intensity of an article, it was necessary to devel¬ 
op some numerical values for the criteria of prominence and dynamism in 
order to enhance their tabular expression. The values set, admittedly, were 
arbitrary; however, the results were not distorted by this fact since all 
newspapers were judged by the same standards. The scaling device developed 
for this purpose is shown below. 
Prominence 
Page on which found Score 
Front or editorial pages  20 
Second page of section one 
or front pages of sections 
other than section one . . 15 
17 
Score 
Third page of section one 
or back pages of any section  10 
Other pages   5 
Size of caption 
■type 5/8" and above  20 
1/3" to 1/2" type  15 
l/U" to 5/16" typ  10 
type 3/16" and belcw  5 
Length of column 
25 5/8" - 3U"  20 
17 1/8" - 25 1/2"  15 
8 5/8" - 17"  10 
1/8" - 8 1/2"  5 
Photographs as supplements 
Used   . 20 
Not used   0 
Dynamism 
Evident    20 
Not Evident  0 
Note: It can be seen that the score for intensity can vaxy 
from 15 to 100. Items with a score approaching 15 have 
little intensity, and items with a score approaching 100 
have great intensity. 
In determining the "type" of news most often printed about the Negro, 
no data about each article were needed other than the name and date of the 
newspaper in which it was printed, the caption, and designation of either 
"favorable" "unfavorable," or "neutral." This information was recorded on 
18 
7 1/2" x 11" data sheets. It proved fruitful to record data for several 
articles on each sheet, care being taken only to make sure that those on 
a given sheet came from the same newspaper for the sake of ease of tabula¬ 
tion. 
The writer used Janis and Fadner's Coefficient of Imbalance in order 
to "present an over-all estimate of the degree of imbalance; i.e., the extent 
to which favorable, neutral, or unfavorable treatment is accorded to the 
topic or symbol under analysis.The topic in this analysis is, of course, 
O 
Negro activity. The formula is: 
For unfavorable imbalance, where f < u 
C - fu - u2 
u __ 
All results are presented in Chapter IV in tabular form. 
Review of literature.—The literature reviewed by the writer afforded 
a wealth of insight into the tendency of newspapers to vary in the treatment 
of news events and the tendency for some papers to emphasize certain types 
of events more than others. Many related studies dealt specifically with 
racial news. Stewart found that there is correlation between the character¬ 
istics of the content of news and the use of emphasis devices such as the ones 
delineated by this study. Concentrating on length of the item, width of the 
headline in columns, placement on the page, and page location, he determined 
^Irving L. Janis and Raymond H. Fadner, "The Coefficient of Imbalance," 
The Language of Politics, ed. Harold D. Lasswell and Nathan Leites (New York, 
19U9), p. 153. 
o 
In the formula given, C = coefficient of unfavorable imbalance; 
f - the number of favorable articles; u = the number of unfavorable articles; 
t - the total number of articles under consideration (total content); and 
r ■ the total number of articles minus the number of articles that are 
neither favorable or unfavorable (relevant content). 
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that the degree to which these factors of prominence were put to use by 
columnists — "intensity" — varied according to the category of news under 
consideration. The present study seeks to determine whether or not this 
relationship occurs with reference to the coverage of news concerning Negro- 
white relations by Southern white newspapers. One of the hypotheses of this 
investigation is that intensity of coverage does vary according to the cate¬ 
gory of the event being covered. Stewart also found, in his study which 
sampled from ten Negro newspapers, that "material on Negro-white relations 
and material on dissatisfaction (protest content) were displayed in more 
prominent positions...."^ This finding is related to one of the questions 
that the present study seeks to answer. In this investigation, however, the 
concept which Stewart calls "protest content" is incorporated in a larger 
category of news, which is called "threat oriented news." 
Klapper and Glock did a content analysis of nine New York Newspapers. 
Their purpose was to determine the variation in the treatment of Dr. Edward 
Ü. Condon in connection with his denouncement by a subcommittee of the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities. The findings of this study reflected 
wide variation in the treatment of the case by the papers involved, although 
they all were reporting the same story. "Some presented a picture predomin¬ 
antly favorable to Dr. Condon, some were predominantly unfavorable. As re¬ 
ported in all papers, the charges against Dr. Condon were vague." The fact 
that many people believed Dr. Condon to be innocent of the subcommittee's 
charges received substantial attention in the Times, Tribune, Star, and Post, 
but this fact was given very little attention by the other five papers. The 
^Milton Stewart, "Importance in Content Analysis: A Validity Problem," 
Journalism Quarterly, XX (191+3) » 292. 
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background material used in the running news stories had the effect of build¬ 
ing up the case against Dr. Condon but did not build up his defense to any¬ 
where near the same degree. "All of the papers reported the committee’s 
promise to give Dr. Condon a hearing far more often than they reported its 
failure to do so."^ In the current investigation, this type of news mani¬ 
pulation is referred to as the "pattern of news selection." The principle 
of omitting certain categories of events concerning the topic being covered, 
while giving attention to other categories of events concerning that topic, 
sets the framework for an hypothesis of this study. The hypothesis is that 
the newspapers of the deep South report much "unfavorable news," but little 
"favorable news" about Negroes. 
Millspaugh found great variation in the coverage of a murder case in 
which Eugene James, a Negro, was charged with killing a child. Millspaugh 
analyzed the coverage of this case by four Baltimore newspapers; The Morning 
Sun; The Evening Sun; The News Post; and The Afro-American. His findings 
proved that through the exclusion and inclusion of certain pertinent facts, 
and through the manipulation of space distributed for "neutral," "helpful," 
and "harmful" facts about the case, The Morning Sun, The Evening Sun, and 
The News Post slanted their stories against James, while The Afro-American 
2 
slanted its stories in his favor. Millspaugh's categories of news ~ 
"neutral," "helpful," and "harmful" — correspond to three of those — "neu¬ 
tral," "favorable" and "unfavorable," — established for the study of news 
^■Joseph Klapper and Charles Glock, "Trial by Newspapers," Public Opin¬ 
ion and Propaganda, ed. Katz et. al., pp. 105-12. 
^Martin Millspaugh, "Trial by Mass Media," ibid., pp. 113-li;. 
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selection, one of the problems presently under consideration. 
What is the reason for news manipulation of the kind described by 
Millspaugh? Walter suggests that, while part of it may be the result of 
attempts to control opinion, it is likely that sometimes there is the ten¬ 
dency to give in to the desires of the readers.^ Pool and Shulman, like¬ 
wise, feel that "the messages sent are determined in part by expectations 
2 
of audience reactions." 
Ames determined that "environment and not the personal inclination of 
3 
editors determines the tone of opinion in almost every instance. He fur¬ 
ther states that though editors may be "unanimously opposed to mob violence 
... thçy do not reflect their own ideas but those of the people upon whose 
good will their papers depend for revenue. 
A third factor in variation of reporting involves the subjective 
evaluation of events by those who report news. Newspaper men mast judge 
the importance of that which occurs. They must also decide whether the 
news which they publish is "good" or "bad". The hypothesis that "persons 
writing about good news tend to produce supportive images, while persons 
Paul Walter, Jr., op. cit., 
2 
I. De S. Pool and Irwin Shulman, "Newsmen's Fantasies, Audiences and 
Newswriting," Public Opinion Quarterly, XXIII (Summer, 1959), 1U5» 
3 
Jessie D. Ames, "Editorial Treatment of Iynchings," Public Opinion 
Quarterly, II (1938), 77. 
^Ibid. 
^Royal Commission of the Press, "The Standard by Which The Press Should 
Be Judged," Reader in Public Opinion and Communication, ed. Bernard Berelson 
and Morris Janowitz (Glencoe, 195o), p. ii91. 
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writing about bad news tend to produce more critical ones," was confirmed 
by Pool and Shulman.^ 
Though it is not the primary aim of the present study to determine the 
effect of dynamic news reporting, insight into this aspect of the communi¬ 
cation process will enable broader interpretation of the findings. Hovland, 
Janis, and Kelly say: 
While a person is paying attention to a communication, 
certain contents are presented (notably those evoking antici¬ 
pation of a threat to the self) which induce unpleasant 
emotional reactions. Under these conditions the individual 
becomes highly motivated to try out various responses, both 
symbolic and overt, until the unpleasant emotional state is 
alleviated. The variable responses that are tried out are 
determined mainly by past learning experiences in which 
similar emotional states were successfully eliminated or re¬ 
duced. 
When a communication arouses emotional tension by de¬ 
picting potential dangers or deprivations, the most effective 
reassurances are likely to be statements which elicit antici¬ 
pations of escaping from or averting threat. We shall use the 
term "reassurance" to refer to those verbal statements—resolu¬ 
tions, plans, judgments, evaluations, etc.—which successfully 
reduce emotional tension. One main type of reassurance con¬ 
sists of imagining oneself as engaging in one or another form 
of activity which will avert the threat. 
A type of dynamism in news reporting involves the tendency of news¬ 
papers to furnish the reading public with more information about one side 
of an issue than about the other side. According to Hovland, Janis, and 
Kelly, available findings provide an initial basis for the general hypothe¬ 
sis that the more vividly a communication describes the unpleasant aspects 
of a potential threat and emphasizes its seriousness, the higher the level 
I. de S. Pool, and Irwin Shulman, op. cit., p. lf>2. 
2 
Hovland, Janis, and Kelly, op, cit., p. 62. 
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of emotional tension evoked.^- This effect perhaps varies with educational 
level, as a study by Hovland, Lumsdaine, and Sheffield indicates. They found 
that less educated men were more prone to accept a communicator's position 
2 
when only one side of a given situation was presented. 
The application of the principle stated above to race relations pre¬ 
sents a situation in which attitudes of the prejudiced white Southern pub¬ 
lic, logically, are affected by the type and amount of exposure to racial 
news of which they are the objects. Tumin confirmed the hypothesis that 
"if the mass media act as the instruments through which people of the dif¬ 
ferent regions of a country keep in touch with the mass culture, one would 
expect greater exposure to the media to be correlated positively with atti- 
3 
tudes which conform to the values of the larger society. It follows that 
attitudes vary with the side of the racial issue to which readers are ex¬ 
posed. Tumin concludes that "increases in exposure to mass media are 
associated with small but consistent and persistent increases in readiness 
k 
for desegregation. 
The present study alludes to the idea that by virtue of the pattern 
of news selection a newspaper uses in covering the activities of an ethnic 
minority, it can foster favorable or unfavorable stereotypes of that minor¬ 
ity. On this score Clark says, "old stereotypes constantly affect our 
^Ibid., p. 72. 
^lbid., pp. 107-08. 
3 
Melvin M. Tumin, "Exposure to Mass Media and Readiness for Desegrega¬ 
tion," Public Opinion Quarterly, XXI (Summer, 19î>7), 238. 
^Ibid., p. 21*8. 
2k 
interpretation of news; nevertheless, news becomes an active factor in 
framing new stereotypes."^ An hypothesis of the present study is that in 
the widely-circulated newspapers of the non-border Southern states, news 
about the activities of Negroes is predominantly unfavorable. If this 
hypothesis is supported by the findings of the study, the logical inference 
from Clark;'s statement will be that the Southern white press not only 
supports the unfavorable stereotypes of the Negro which are held by preju¬ 
diced whites, but it also transfers these stereotypes to non-prejudiced 
whites. 
A study by Gist which involved sixty issues of seventeen white news¬ 
papers from various sections of the United States revealed "that U6.9 per 
2 
cent of all news space devoted to Negroes was 'anti-social.'" One of the 
hypotheses of the present study is that news-coverage of Negroes by the 
Southern white press is predominantly "unfavorable." Since Gist used the 
concept "anti-social news" in much the same way that this investigation 
uses the concept "unfavorable news," and since his study indicates that 
less than half the articles in his sample were "anti-social," his findings 
are not thought to be representative of Southern white newspapers. It is 
expected that a much higher percentage of the news printed in these news¬ 
papers is"anti-social" ("unfavorable"). 
Several surveys have disclosed "a common trend in the handling of the 
Negro in American daily newspapers—a heavy concentration upon crime news 
^Alfred M. Lee, How To Understand Propaganda (New York, 1952), p. 126. 
2 
Gunnar îfyrdal, An American Dilemma: The Negro Problem and Modern 
Democracy (New York, 19U4), P. 1373, quoting Noel P. Gist, "The Negroin 
The Daily Press," Social Forces (March, 1932). 
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and slight attention to achievement."^ In a study of twenty-eight Texas 
newspapers, for example, Bryant found that, in sixteen urban newspapers, 
8U-U per cent of all Negro items were "anti-social," 12.8 per cent were 
"social," and 6.6 per cent were "neutral." In twelve rural newspapers, 
59.8 per cent of all Negro items were anti-social, 2U.5 per cent were social, 
and 15.7 per cent were neutral. The anti-social news was almost exclusively 
crime. ^ 
Gunnar Myrdal states that the importance of Negro crime as a basis of 
social relations arises out of the fact that whites actually believe that 
Negroes are innately addicted to crime, and out of the fact that Negro crime 
gets great publicity. He feels that "all other aspects of Negro life are 
neglected in the white press Ja factj which gives the unfavorable crime 
3 
news an undue weight." Allport says that such frequent association of the 
Negro with crime makes a deep impression on readers, particularly if it is 
not offset by news items favorably directed toward the colored group. He 
feels that some newspapers make a special effort to disparage Negroes.^ 
Since the white and Negro groups are insulated partially from each 
other, they need to be interpreted to one another. "Factually correct but 
^Gordon Allport, The Nature of Prejudice (Garden City, 1958), p. 195, 
quoting Alfred M. Lee, "The Press in the Control of Intergroup Tension',' The 
Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Sciences, CCXLEV (19U6). 
2 
Gunnar Myrdal, op. cit., quoting Ira B. Bryant, Jr., "News Items About 
Negroes in White Urban and Rural Newspapers," Journal of Negro Education 
(April, 1935). 
3 
Gunnar ftyrdal, An American Dilemma; The Negro Problem and Modern 
Democracy (New York, 19UU), pp. 655-56. 
^Gordon Allport, The Nature of Prejudice (Garden City, 1958), pp. 195- 
96 
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substantially untrue accounts of the behavior of members of one of these 
social islands can intensify the antagonisms of others toward them.” 
Single incidents will be taken as exemplary of group action unless they 
are placed in proper perspective. 
It is agreed that there has been some improvement in these policies 
in regard to Negroes. The widespread practice of Southern papers today is 
to capitalize the word "Negro." Some of the more liberal ones now seem to 
have little reluctance to give Negro names the proper titles of "Mr.”, 
"Mrs.", or "Miss". Not infrequently, some of the border state papers will 
not even bother to mention the race of Negroes when writing about them. 
However, it is the investigator's contention that the movement toward liber¬ 
alism has not proceeded as uniformly as prevailing literature implies; it 
is thought that there is much variation in the policies of different news¬ 
papers with reference to their treatment of the Negro. 
Anticipated contribution.—The results of this study will indicate, 
the first and second hypotheses are borne out, a tendency for some news¬ 
papers to slant their coverage of current issues through the manipulation 
of prominence devices as well as through the more familiar process of 
explicitly stating their opinions. A review of the literature suggests 
that studies of this type are not too numerous; in fact, the writer was 
able to find only one bearing great similarity to the present study. If 
the presuppositions are justified, the findings will strengthen Stewart's 
conclusion, mentioned above, that prominence devices may be correlated with 
the characteristics of news content. 
^The l Commission on Freedom of the Press, 
Public Opinion and Communication, ed. Berelson 
p. U8U. 
"The Requirements," Reader in 
, and Janowitz, op. cit.. 
CHAPTER II 
VARIATION IN THE INTENSITY WITH WHICH 
DIRECTIONAL NEWS IS REPORTED 
The question as to whether or not the use of intensity devices varies 
according to the appeal that the event reported has for a given audience 
was answered by the analysis of articles construed to be directional in 
nature. The results of the analysis are found in this chapter. 
The sample as a whole.—The figures revealed in Table 2 are indicative 
of the average intensity with which certain categories of news events are 
reported by selected Southern newspapers. Analysis of directional news 
items revealed some variation of intensity between tested newspapers as 
well as between categories (indulgent news, deprivative news, and neutral 
news) for single newspapers. The overall picture indicates a tendency for 
all of the sampled newspapers to play up news about controversial racial 
issues if one of the groups involved can perceive the covered occurrence 
as a gain; indulgent and deprivative news was reported with greater inten¬ 
sity than neutral news. The greatest intensity of coverage, however, was 
given news which indulges prejudiced whites. The figures in the totals 
columns of Table 2 support this assertion. The number of articles on 
which the intensity scores are based varied with the newspaper as well 
as with the category (See Appendix E). Since this is true, one must take 
care in generalizing from the data given. The categories — and newspapers 
—with the larger samples may more closely represent typical news coverage 
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for those categories and newspapers than do those with smaller samples. 
TABLE 2 
AVERAGE INTENSITY SCORE FOR DIRECTIONAL ARTICLES 
BY NEWSPAPER AND BY DIRECTION 
Newspaper Indulgent Deprivative Neutral 
Arkansas Gazette 20.0 23.5 20.5 
Atlanta Constitution 30.0 30.0 25.8 
Birmingham Post-Herald 1*7.0 35.1* 29.0 
Charleston News and Courier 1*7.0 32.8 28.0 
Florida Times Union 1*0.0 31.3 25.0 
Jackson Daily News 53.9 1*2.9 35.0 
Memphis Commercial Appeal 35.0 1*5.0 35.0 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 35.8 U3.3 35.0 
Raleigh News and Observer 52.0 1*8.3 25.0 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 38.8 1*0.0 20.0 
All newspapers 39.9 37.3 27.1* 
Indulgent intensity score.—The average intensity score for indulgent 
articles was,for all newspapers taken as a whole, 39*9. The amount of 
deviation from this average score reveals that the various newspapers differ 
much in their indulgence of prejudiced whites. The Arkansas Gazette, for 
instance, had an average indulgence score of 20.0 — an average score which 
is 19*9 points lower than the arithmetic mean for all newspapers taken as 
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a unit. At the other extreme, the Jackson Daily News had an average indul¬ 
gence score of 5>3»9 — a score which is lit points higher than the average 
score for all newspapers taken as a unit, and 33,9 points higher than that 
of the Gazette. The amount of deviation from the average indulgence score 
for all newspapers taken as a unit (hereafter expressed as T.A.) which was 
shown by the other eight newspapers is: 
1. Atlanta Constitution, 9.9 points lower than T.A. 
2. Birmingham Post-Herald, 7.1 points higher than T.A. 
3. Charleston News and Courier, 7.1 points higher than T.A. 
U. Florida Times-Union, 0.1 points higher than T.A. 
5. Memphis Commercial Appeal, U.9 points lower than T.A. 
6. New Orleans Times Picayune, U.l points lower than T.A. 
7. Raleigh News and Observer, 12.1 points higher than T.A. 
8. Richmond Times-Dispatch, 1.1 points lower than T.A. 
Deprivative intensity score.—The newspapers which vary most widely — 
representing the range — in the extent to which they deprive the prejudiced 
white audience are the Arkansas Gazette ./ and the Raleigh News and Observer. 
The Gazette reported deprivative news with an average intensity of only 
23.5 intensity points, while the News and Observer covered deprivative 
events with an average intensity of 1*8.3 intensity points-- more than twice 
as much emphasis. The latter newspaper — the News and Cfbserver — actually 
reported both types of directional news (indulgent and deprivative) with 
greater intensity than the average for all newspapers. 
On the other hand, the Jackson Daily News reported all types of racial 
news—directional news (indulgent and deprivative news) and neutral news— 
with greater intensity than the average for all newspapers. The range of 
average intensity scores for indulgent articles was, as mentioned, 33.9 
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(from 20 to 53.9). The range of these scores for deprivative articles was 
21*.8 (from 23.5 to 1*8.3) and the range for neutral articles was 15.0 (from 
20 to 35). This means that the newspapers studied differ most in the ex¬ 
tent to which they indulge the prejudice white audience; they differ in 
their coverage least when they are writing about events which neither in¬ 
dulge nor deprive the white segregationist reading audience. 
Rank order of newspapers by intensity scores.—Table 3 shows the rank 
order of the newspapers in regard to how intensely they reported the various 
categories of racial news. Newspapers with the lowest rank orders for a 
category reported that type of news with lowest intensity. 
TABLE 3 
RANK ORDER OF NEWSPAPERS ON THE BASIS OF THE INTENSITY 
WITH WHICH THEY REPORT VARIOUS CATEGORIES OF RACIAL 
NEWS BY NEWSPAPER AND BY CATEGORY 
Newspaper Indulgent Deprivative Neutral 
News News News 
Jackson Daily News 1 1* 2 
Raleigh News and Observer 2 1 7 
Birmingham Post-Herald 3.5 6 7 
Charleston News and Courier 3.5 7 1* 
Florida Times-Union 5 8 7 
Richmond Tiraes-Dispatch 6 5 ID 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 7 3 2 
Memphis Commercial Appeal 8 2 2 
Atlanta Constitution 9 9 5 
Arkansas Gazette 10 10 9 
The rank order of the papers indicate that certain categories of news 
are printed with equal intensity by more than one newspaper. The Jackson 
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Daily News, the Memphis Commercial Appeal» and the Raleigh News and Obser¬ 
ver , for example, have the same rank order for intensity of reporting 
neutral news. The same newspapers are ranked closely when ordered by their 
deprivative news intensity scores; but they vary sharply in the rank order 
of their indulgent news intensity scores. 
Intensity imbalance for newspapers.—Regardless of the significance of 
variation between newspapers in the covering the same event, this aspect 
of the problem does nothing to show the direction in which a specific pub¬ 
lication.1^ policy is slanted. In order to get a clearer picture of policy, 
there must be a comparison of each paper's emphasis of indulgent news over 
against its emphasis of deprivative news. It is only with this function 
that the basic research question, as to the effect of orientation toward 
integration or segregation, is answered. 
If a newspaper's smaller intensity score is subtracted from its larger 
one (see Table 2), the remainder reflects the greater amount of emphasis 
placed upon news in a given category (that of the larger measure). This 
remainder is given the name "intensity imbalance." The results of this 
manipulation are shown in Table U. 
Table h shows that the Jackson Daily News, Birmingham Post-Herald, and 
Charleston News and Courier have obvious tendencies to emphasize news which 
indulges prejudiced whites; while the Memphis Commercial Appeal and New 
Orleans Times-Picayune put greater stress on deprivative news. The Arkansas 
Gazette, Richmond Times-Dispatch, and Raleigh News and Observer showed little 
inclination in either direction; and the Atlanta Constitution appeared to 
be perfectly "balanced" in its reporting. Taken as a unit, the newspapers 
studied have an intensity imbalance which indicates a slight tendency to 
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indulge the value position of prejudiced whites. 
TABLE h 
RANK ORDER AND AVERAGE INTENSITY IMBALANCE FOR DIRECTIONAL 
ARTICLES BY NEWSPAPER AND BY DIRECTION 
Newspaper Indulgent Rank Deprivative Rank 
Memphis Commercial Appeal 10 10.0 1 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 9 7.5 2 
Arkansas Gazette 8 3.5 3 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 7 1.2 li 
Atlanta Constitution 6 5 
Raleigh News and Observer 3.7 5 6 
Florida Times-Union 8.7 h 7 
Jackson Daily News 11.0 3 8 
Birmingham Post Herald 11.6 2 9 
Charleston News and Courier 1U.2 1 10 
All newspapers 2.7 
Conclusions.—The results of this phase of analysis of intensity as a 
function of direction indicate that the newspapers of the South are far 
from being uniform in their treatment of racial issues. The following ob¬ 
servations were made: 
Taken as a group the papers studied placed greater emphasis on events 
which were meaningful — deprivative or indulgent — to prejudiced whites 
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than they placed on events of little or no consequence (neutral news). 
Total intensity scores for all newspapers indicate a slight imbalance of 
emphasis which leans toward the indulgence of prejudiced white readers. 
The hypothesis that the intensity with which news concerning Negro- 
white relations is covered varies according to whether or not the prejudiced 
white reading audience is to gain from what takes place in the event covered 
(hypothesis number l),was supported by the findings discussed above. When 
ranked according to the intensity of covering three categories of events ~ 
indulgent news, deprivative news, and neutral news — the order in which 
the newspapers are arranged varies with the category. 
In addition to the differences in intensity of coverage of different 
categories of news by the individual papers, variations in the intensity of 
coverage of the same category of news by different newspapers was noted, 
thus substantiating a primary hypothesis of the study. However, in connec¬ 
tion with this, the following conclusions were reached: 
1. The newspapers studied do not vary to a great degree 
in their treatment of neutral news; many of them seem 
to cover neutral events with the same intensity. 
2. When the sampled newspapers are ranked according to 
the amount of emphasis they place on indulgent news, 
the arrangement is not completely inverse to the rank 
order according to the amount of emphasis placed on 
deprivative newsj some newspapers appear to place 
greater emphasis on both types of news than do others. 
The rank order of newspapers on the intensity imbalance scale supports 
the hypothesis that the Jackson Daily News, the Birmingham Post-Herald, 
and the Charleston News and Courier are more indulgent to prejudiced whites 
than the other publications included in the sample. The Jackson Daily News 
has been cited as "the ’most violent' example of ... 'slanting, suppression 
3h 
and rabblerousing against integration.1 The present study thus strengthens 
the claim. The Arkansas Gazette, the Richmond Times-Dispatch, the Atlanta 
Constitution, and the Raleigh News and Observer show greater balance in the 
use of intensity devices in covering the various categories of news than 
do the other papers which were sampled. Of these newspapers, the Arkansas 
Gazette, the Atlanta Constitution, and the Raleigh News and Observer have 
been cited by another study as "making themselves felt on the side of law 
and order."2 
Taken as a whole, the analyzed newspapers show a very slight tendency 
to report news which is indulgent to prejudiced whites with greater inten¬ 
sity than they report deprivative news. This fact may be correlated with 
the fact that "there has been a general timidity among many editors to 
cover the speeches and activities of active desegregationists, particularly 
whites.... 
The fact that hypothesis number 1 was supported corresponds to Stewart’s 
findings which were that the degree with which prominence factors (criteria 
of intensity) are put to use by columnists varies according to the category 
of news covered. 
Walter Spearman, "Racial Stories in the News," Walter Spearman and 
Sylvan Meyer, Racial Crisis and the Press (Atlanta, I960), p. 7. 
2Ibid., p. 8. 
3Ibid. 
U 
Milton Stewart, "Importance in Content Analysis: A Validity Problem," 
Journalism Quarterly, XX (19U3)> 286-93. 
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The conclusions of the study also document Spearman's claim that the 
coverage of the desegregation story by the Southern Press "has all too 
often been unbalanced and frequently distorted. 
■^Walter Spearman, op. cit., p. 26 
CHAPTER III 
VARIATION IN THE INTENSITY WITH WHICH TWO CATEGORIES OF 
EVENTS WHICH ARE OF OPPOSITE ORIENTATION ARE REPORTED 
One of the basic aims of this study is that of answering the question, 
are all articles concerning Negro-white relations given relatively the same 
amount of emphasis by the Southern white press regardless to their orienta¬ 
tion? An hypothesis of the study is that the intensity with which the 
activities of Negroes are reported depends upon whether or not the activi¬ 
ties represent a threat to prejudiced white people. An account of the 
findings which are pertinent to this hypothesis is related in this chapter. 
Threat oontent.—The matter of differential emphasis is not limited 
to the direction of content. Another aspect of playing up certain types 
of events, while playing down others, involves the tendency of Southern 
newspapers to give intense coverage to occurrences which indicate that the 
Negro is '‘getting out-of-hand." When this notion festers in the minds of 
some whites, the consequences are legion and, for the most part, undesirable. 
Letters to the editors of newspapers often reveal this fact. The following 
excerpts from a letter to the editor of the Montgomery (Alabama) Advertiser 
are indicative of fear on the part of the person who wrote it: 
There are over 20,000,000 Negroes in the United States.That's 
better than 11 per cent of our total population. They are now 
a so-called minority group but it would serve us well to 
remember that only a few hundred years ago the white men were 
a minority and were outnumbered a thousand to one by the 
Indians and now the Indians are a minority group. 
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The battle is not yet lost but if we remain complacent 
we are lost.... 
.. .we can yet turn back the progress of the Negro and 
we can fight them with their own weapons.... 
As a World War II veteran, Ijm not about to turn my 
country over to the Negroes. 
These excerpts reveal, as many similar letters do, the fact that the 
Negro is perceived by some Southern whites as a threat to their "way of 
life." Allpart holds this threat orientation to be linked with hatred. He 
says "hatred for minority groups does not stand alone. The hatred is gen- 
2 
eralized. Whatever is sensed as threat is hated." Bogardus goes even 
further in viewing the threat situation as a cause of inter-racial strife. 
A proposition formulated by him is that tension between the races occurs 
"when a dominant ethnic group fears that some of its social values will be 
taken away from it by another ethnic group....^ The present state of race 
relations in the South indicates that the Negro's discontent with discrimina¬ 
tory practices has reached the critical point. During 1963, protest demon¬ 
strations were conducted in every state in the deep South and in most of 
U the Southern border states. The details of demonstrations and other threat 
^"Tell it to Old Grandma," The Montgomery Advertiser (Alabama), October 
17, 1963, p. l*a. 
2 
Gordon Allport, The Nature of Prejudice (Garden City, 1958), p. 388. 
3 
Emory S. Bogardus, "Reducing Racial Tensions," Sociology and Social 
Research, XXXV (September - October, 1950), 51. 
^Tuskegee Institute, Race Relations in the South - 1963: Fiftieth 
Annual Report to the American People on Developments in Race Relations, 
Prepared by the Department of Social Science Research (Tuskegee: Tuskegee 
Institute, 1961*), passim, 20-1*0. 
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oriented activities of Negroes are publicized widely by the press—most 
readers confront them on the front pages of their newspapers. Studies have 
indicated that the perception of the Negro's effort to eliminate discrimi¬ 
natory practices alienates him to many whites. Bogardus, for instance, 
found that partially as a result of the "increasing militancy of some Negro 
leaders and ... insistence on their 'rights,'" Negroes, as rated by whites, 
slid down the rank order and distance scale between 1926 and 19U6. The 
resentment involved was exhibited even more intensely by white participants 
in a similar study which was also done by Bogardus, and which was cited in 
connection with the studies done in 1926 and 191*6, particularly in regard 
to the desegregation movement.^- Many Southern whites feel that the Negro's 
challenge of segregation represents an assault on certain of their values, 
such as racial "purity." The following excerpt from a letter to a news¬ 
paper editor illustrates the points 
They are now using the military installations and federal 
‘ ~ mongrelizing the 
On the other hand, the following excerpt indicates that its writer fears 
that the social status of whites is endangered by the activities of militant 
Negroes : 
If we have to, I think we should be ready to demonstrate, 
boycott, sit-in, sit-out or sit-down. I believe that is 
^Emory S. Bogardus, "Racial Distance Changes in the United States," 
op. cit., XLIII (November - December, 1958), 131-32. 
2 
"Tell it to Old Grandma," The Montgomery Advertiser (Alabama), 
February 13, 1963, p. 1*A. 
schools. ^ 
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what we'll have to do, in order to show the Negroes and 
down, /italics mine^-1- 
The fact that some whites think that the desegregation movement en¬ 
dangers racial "harmony" is shown by the following statements: 
If Birmingham lets the races mix in the parks, then look 
out for there will be trouble....2 
Sensible Negrbes and whites both know that the two races 
get along fine when each keeps a little distance and respects 
the right of the other.... /italics mine^/ 
It is only in the northern and western cities where the 
races rub elbows more closely that the steamer, park and 
beach riots have occurred....i ^italics raine^/ 
Regardless of which one of the above reactions is motivated by threat 
oriented news, the ultimate result appears to be that of social disintegra¬ 
tion. Such an hypothesis has been suggested by Bogardus: 
In the case of a given race, social distances may increase 
suddenly and extensively toward another race when situations 
develop that arouse an awareness of insecurity a sense of 
fear, or a loss of status caused by the latter race.*1 
Emphasis upon what prejudiced whites would consider as tolerable and/ 
or desirable conduct of Negroes (decorum content) could help to neutralize 
the effect of threat oriented news. As mentioned earlier, when readers 
are confronted by news which arouses tension they seek reassurance of their 
well-being. The matter is complicated by the fact that news concerning the 
Negro's challenge to the status quo of race relations in the South (threat 
^■"Readers' Viewpoint," Jackson Daily News (Mississippi), July 30, 1963, 
"Morning Mail," The Birmingham News (Alabama), January 30» 1962, p. 8. 
p. 8. 
2 
•'’"Morning Mail," The Birmingham News (Alabama), January 2, 1962, p. 10. 
￼ y S. Bogardus, op. cit., 134. 
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content) is big news. Items surveyed for the first phase of this study 
were found to be emphasized greatly regardless of their orientation or 
direction — this was true even for some incidents which were seemingly 
insignificant. As has been indicated, these prominently displayed items 
are likely to leave a lasting ingression on readers. 
Intensity of threat and decorum content.—This study alludes to the 
idea that the negative effects of '’threat content" would be reduced greatly 
if "decorum content" were also reported to the white reader (1) in equal 
quantity, and (2) with equal intensity. The newspapers analyzed did not 
meet the equal quantity requirement (see Appendix F). Out of 800 articles 
analyzed in this phase of the study, 66I4. or 78.1 per cent of them were 
"threat oriented." Generalizing from the figures revealed in Table 5, one 
could infer that Southern newspapers also fail to put as much emphasis on 
news which indicates the Negro's decorum as they put on threat oriented 
news. Whereas all of the papers studied were found to report threat oriented 
news about Negroes with greater intensity than they did decorous news, some 
of them showed this tendency more than others. In the Jackson Daily News, 
for example, the average intensity score for threat content was 36.7 points 
higher than was the score for decorum content. On the other hand, in the 
Raleigh News and Observer, this imbalance was less noticeable — the differ¬ 
ence between the scores was only 11.7 points. It should be noted that the 
average intensity scores for threat content and decorum content were not 
inversely related — the papers having the greatest average scores for threat 




AVERAGE INTENSITY SCORE FOR THREAT CONTENT AND DECORUM 
CONTENT BY ORIENTATION AND BY NEWSPAPER 
Newspaper Threat content Decorum content 
Arkansas Gazette U3.9 25.0 
Atlanta Constitution U8.2 35.U 
Birmingham News 56.0 27.lt 
Charleston News and Courier 5U.6 30.6 
Florida Times-Union 50.3 32.5 
Jackson Daily News 58.0 21.3 
Memphis Commercial Appeal U2.0 26.7 
New Orleans Times-Picayune U2.6 20.0 
Raleigh News and Observer U5.3 33*6 
Richmond Times-Dispatch U9.2 29.5 
All newspapers U9.0 28.2 
The significance of the difference between the scores for threat and 
decorum content is found in the amount of imbalance shown by individual 
newspapers. These imbalance scores are revealed, by newspapers, in Table 6, 
where the ten newspapers are ranked according to the magnitude of imbalance. 
Taken as a whole, the newspapers showed an imbalance score of 20.8 weighted 
on the threat content side. 
An extention of Walter's assertion that intensely reported news items 
"hold attention for weeks,"'1' is the idea that items which are presented 
prominently have a greater chance of holding attention than those which 
are presented with less emphasis. If this is true, threat oriented news 
about Negroes, which was published in the newspapers studied more frequently 
and with greater intensity than decorous news, is likely to have left a more 
lasting impression on white readers. 
TABLE 6 
RANK ORDER AND AVERAGE INTENSITY IMBALANCE FOR THREAT- 







Raleigh News and Observer 11.7 10 1 
Atlanta Constitution 12.8 9 - 2 
Memphis Commercial Appeal 15.3 8 - 3 
Florida Times-Union 17.8 7 - k 
Arkansas Gazette 18.8 6 - 5 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 19.7 5 - 6 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 22.6 U - 7 
Charleston News and Courier 2U.0 3 - 8 
Birmingham Post-Herald 28.6 2 - 9 
Jackson Daily News 36.7 1 10 
All newspapers 20.8 - 
The unanimity of the ten newspapers in this respect combines with a 
factor which was determined by Stewart to produce disturbing results. 
Stewart's study revealed the tendency of Negro newspapers to place one type 
^Paul Walter, Jr., "The Press," Social Control, ed. Joseph S. Roucek, 
et. al. (Princeton, 1956), p. 1*28. 
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of threat oriented news — protest content — in the more prominent posi¬ 
tions.^" White readers — even those who occasionally read Negro papers — 
seem to be presented with the threat situation in regard to Negroes no 
matter where they turn. 
As indicated before, the intense coverage of threat oriented news has 
deeper implications than mere surface consideration reveals. The serious¬ 
ness of the situation can be discovered by weighing carefully the observation 
of Hovland, Janis, and Kelly that the more emphasis is put on the unpleasant 
side of a potential threat by the press the more it evokes emotional ten- 
2 
sion. When this tension is brought out, they say, the reader is wont to 
try, by various means, to alleviate the unpleasant emotional state. A 
possible alternative is direct attack on the source of frustration — in 
the case of news about Negro-based threat, the Negro. 
Conclusions.--Judging from the findings, several things may be stated 
about the coverage of Negro news by Southern white newspapers. While these 
statements represent mere extensions of the findings of the study, they pro¬ 
vide possible hypotheses for related studies ~ it is thought that they 
warrant further investigation. 
The study of decorum content and threat content supports the hypothesis, 
as did the study of directional content, that there is, in Southern news¬ 
papers, a relationship between the content of racial news and the employment 
of emphasis devicesj the papers studied give more intense coverage to some 
^Milton Stewart, ‘'Importance in Content Analysis: A Validity Problem," 
Journalism Quarterly, XX (19U3), 286-93. 
2 
Hovland, Janis, and Kelly, Communication and Persuasion (New Haven, 
1953), p. 62. 
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aspects of events than they give other aspects in the same broad category. 
Again, in this phase of the study, what Stewart found to be true of Negro 
papers in this regard^" was found to apply also to Southern white papers. 
One of the hypotheses of the study was that the intensity of news 
coverage varies according to whether or not the activities of Negroes which 
are covered are threatening to whites. Although the findings indicate that 
the perception of threat is likely to be held mainly by whites who oppose 
integration, this hypothesis was borne out. The Southern white newspapers 
studied consistently play up the acts of Negroes which would be construed 
as threatening to the structure of segregation more than they do those which 
reflect the Negro's acceptance of the status quo of race relation in the 
South. This conclusion is at odds with a conclusion of Carter which was 
cited by Spearman. Carter found, in his study of several Southern news¬ 
papers, that there is a tendency to "downplay” news from pressure-group 
2 
sources whether they are pro-segregation or pro-integration. No indication 
of soft-pedaling the activities of pro-integration groups was found, by the 
current investigation, to be true of Southern newspapers. However, this 
study agrees with Spearman's contention that "attentive reading of Negro 
newspapers in the South would give Southern readers a very different con¬ 
's 
ception of Negro attitudes, emotions, and points of view." 
The newspapers studied give the threat oriented activities of Negroes 
1 
Milton Stewart, op. cit. 
^Walter Spearman, "Racial Stories in the News," Walter Spearman and 
Sylvan Meyer, Racial Crisis and the Press (Atlanta, I960), p. 26. 
3Ibid., p. 27 
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more prime location, more conspicious captions, more column space, and more 
dynamic coverage than they give non-threatening activities (decorum). In 
addition to this, a much greater number of threat oriented articles are 
printed in these newspapers than are decorous articles. This conclusion 
documents the following statement attributed to G. A. McKnight, the first 
editor of the Southern School News; 
While more often than not desegregation is being accomplished 
quietly and without incident, the total press impression con¬ 
veyed is exactly the opposite. The press has emphasized the 
news of occasional turmoil /conveying the notion of threap 
while largely ignoring £hose situations where desegregation 
is proceeding smoothly. 
The Jackson Daily News, the Birmingham Post-Herald, and the Charleston 
News and Courier are more extreme in their preoccupation with the Negro 
'•threat'’ than are the other newapapers studied. The hypothesis that the 
three newspapers mentioned vary in the intensity of news coverage according 
to the orientation of the event covered was postulated in reference to 
directional news, but the principle involved is found to also apply to threat 
content and decorum content. The impact of this is based on the fact that 
the more vividly the press portrays the unpleasant aspects of a potential 
2 
threat, the higher the level of emotional tension evoked. This type of 
tension in race relations often leads to intergroup conflict. The states 
of Mississippi, Alabama, and South Carolina are generally recognized as 
the Southern states in which the greatest amount of racial strife and the 




Hovland, Janis, and Kelly, op. cit., p. 72. 
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the Birmingham Post-Herald and the Charleston News and Courier — the news¬ 
papers published in these states — can thus be considered as helping to 
give such racial strife its raison d'etre. 
CHAPTER IV 
VARIATION IN THE PATTERN OF NEWS SELECTION 
Many Southern whites have a distorted conception of what life in the 
Negro community is like. Segregated housing and, in most cases, wholly 
separated social lives account for this fact. The misconceptions involved 
are contributed to by two phenomena — the lack of information, and mis¬ 
information. The lack of information results in a vacuum in the minds of 
whites which make them extremely receptive to facts and figures which will 
support their preconceived notions of what the Negro is like. Misinforma¬ 
tion serves to reinforce these stereotypes. As Myrdal says: 
The ignorance about the Negro is the more striking as the 
Southerner is himself convinced that he “Knows the Negro,"1 
while the Yankee is supposedly ignorant on the subject. 
The insistence ... is one of the most pathetic stereotypes 
in the South .... The ignorance about the Negro is not, 
it must be stressed, just a random lack of interest and 
knowledge. It is a tense and high-strung restriction and 
distortion of knowledge, and it indicates much deeper dis¬ 
locations within the minds of the Southern whites. The , 
blind spots are clearly visible in stereotyped opinions. 
Stereotyping the Negro.—The white man’s subjective evaluation of the 
Negro proceeds according to stereotypes, partially because of a lack of 
accurate knowledge of what motivates the Negro to commit certain acts. This 
dearth of information is reflected by the following remark made by a white 
Southerner: 
Gunnar Myrdal, An American Dilemma: The Negro Problem and Modern 
Democracy (New York, 19Uh), p. U2. 
They sit in, they sing, they pray, they agitate^because, 
fundamentally, this is all they know how to do. 
When Negroes are thus taken into consideration, the oversimplified 
picture of the entire group does not cover accurately the group as a whole. 
It has been proved that stereotypes are learned whether or not the person 
who holds them has had primary contact with the group involved; in other 
2 
cases, a generalization is drawn from a single observation. 
The perpetuation of stereotyped conceptions of the Negro through news 
selection appears to be the chosen task of Southern newspapers. Whether 
intentionally done or not, the pattern of selection of items for coverage 
tends to contribute to prevailing unrest. Bogardus says: 
The reduction of racial tensions involves an avoidance of 
racial stereotypes and an evaluation of people as individual 
human beings. Stereotypes ... are generalizations based on 
partial observations or secondhand statements.3 
Such references to "secondhand statements" point up the part played by the 
press in misrepresenting Negro life. One may select from a large number of 
Negroes in a given location the one who is misbehaving while overlooking 
the dozen or more who are well behaved, simply because prejudice screens 
and interprets perception. In much the same way, accounts of Negro mis¬ 
behavior "make the papers" while their accomplishments and other complimen¬ 
tary occurrences are ignored. As a result any ugly preconceptions of 
^•"Pulse of the Public," The Atlanta Constitution (Georgia), July 30, 
1963, p. u. 
O 
‘Roger Yoshino, "The Stereotype of the Negro and His High-priced Car," 
Sociology and Social Research, XLEV (November - December, 1909), 112. 
3 
Emory S. Bogardus, "Reducing Racial Tensions," Sociology and Social 
Research, XXXV (September - October, 19!?0), £3. 
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Negroes which are held by readers are likely to be bolstered. As Allport 
says, "every superficial contact we make with an out-group member could, 
by the 1 law of frequency,1 strengthen the adverse mental associations that 
we have. 
Keeping in mind that whole areas of Negro life are neglected by the 
Southern press, it is necessary to return to the possible effects of this 
dearth of information. Other than knowing about their crimes and other 
unseemly acts, Southern whites must rely on inference from casual contacts 
or else regard Negroes as wholly foreign. Since, as mentioned, casual con¬ 
tacts are likely to lead to observations which are filtered by established 
stereotypes, little is to be learned in this way. What happens if, on the 
other hand, members of the majority group must be content with their igno¬ 
rance of life in Negro communities? Bogardus suggests the hypothesis that 
social distance between groups decreases as their members become better 
2 
informed about one another. A corollary of this idea implies that social 
distance remains the same — or decreases very slowly — if the groups in¬ 
volved are kept in ignorance about each other. The following letter to the 
Atlanta Constitution epitomizes such ignorances 
...Does the paper want the colored and white to marry and then 
go to church together? 
... They know the colored people smell and their customs are 
different from the real Southern white people. What about the 
diseases the colored people have and do you think it is safe 
for the white people to go in swimming with the nigger race 
/SxcJ/l Colored people say honey, sugar, baby, etc. and have 
^Gordon W. Allport, The Nature of Prejudice (Garden City, 1958), p. 252. 
o 
Bogardus, "Racial Distance Changes in the United States," op. cit., 
XLIII (November - December, 1958), 13U« 
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you noticed how they drive their cars and park them double 
and break down in the middle of the street [Excjl ...1 
Others doubtlessly share the opinions of the writer of this letter. 
Accurate and realistic conception of Negro life constitutes a logical 
alternative to the stated dichotomy of stereotyped inference vis-à-vis 
ignorance. Since in a segregated society such a conception cannot grow 
out of firsthand observation, vicarious contact between the races should 
be such that as much valid information as possible is revealed. The 
Southern white press affords an opportunity for additional contact between 
Negroes and whites. While realistic portrayal of the activities of Negroes 
by these newspapers is not viewed as a panacea which would clear up differ¬ 
ences overnight, it could help to clarify misconceptions and, thereby, 
offer an explanation of what these differences are. The writer is in agree¬ 
ment with Bogardus, who states the following in regard to the value of mutual 
understanding between the races: 
Sometimes it is necessary in racial matters to move from what 
has been called "unintelligent disagreement" to intelligent 
disagreement. The former refers to a static condition where 
a group has no idea regarding the situation and reasoning of 
the opposing group.... Progress in interracial matters is 
made if such a group can be moved toward intelligent disagree¬ 
ment, which means that both parties to a racial impasse are 
informed about and understand what the opposing group's 
situation is like, but still do not accept it. A mutual know¬ 
ledge situation may lead to tolerance and to adjustments. 2 
The extent of favorable, unfavorable, and neutral news.—The Southern 
newspapers analyzed in this sample showed considerable variation in the 
percentage of favorable, unfavorable, and neutral news items they printed 
"Pulse of the Public," The Atlanta Constitution (Georgia), May 17, 
1963, p. u. 
2 
Bogardus, "Reducing Racial Tensions," op. cit., XXXV (September - 
October, 1950), 55. 
51 
about the Negro. Table 7 reveals the number of articles in each of these 
categories printed in the various newspapers, and the percentage of the 
total content constituted by items in each category. In spite of the fact 
that some newspapers — e.g., the Atlanta Constitution — were found to 
have a much lower percentage of unfavorable items than others — e.g., the 
Birmingham Post-Herald — it should be noted that more than fifty per cent 
of the items found in each newspaper supported the unfavorable stereotypes 
of the Negro listed on pages 20, and 21. It is also significant that with 
one exception — the Raleigh News and Observer — among the items in the 
newspapers which were not unfavorable, a greater percentage was neutral 
than favorable. 
TABLE 7 
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF FAVORABLE, UNFAVORABLE, AND 














Arkansas Gazette 15 12.5 33 27.5 72 60.0 120 
Atlanta Constitution 32 19.9 U0 2U.8 89 55.3 161 
Birmingham Post-Herald h 3*05 18 13.75 109 83.2 131 
Charleston News and Courier 11 7.9 27 19.2 102 72.9 11*0 
Florida Times-Union 17 16.0 20 18.9 69 65.1 106 
Jackson Daily News 6 3.U 36 20.1 137 76.5 179 
Memphis Commercial Appeal 11 8.8 hi 32.8 73 58.1* 125 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 18 12.9 38 27.U 83 59.7 139 
Raleigh News and Observer 28 25.2 18 16.2 65 58.6 111 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 19 17.5 22 21*. 8 56 57.7 97 
All newspapers l6l 12.3 293 22.U 855 65.3 1309 
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Taken as a whole, the newspapers included in the study printed over 
five times as many unfavorable articles about Negro activities, as they did 
favorable items about these activities. If it is possible for a stereotype 
to be formed from a single observation as Yoshino1 suggests, the constant 
bombardment of white readers by negative news about Negroes at the rate of 
approximately five out of every six articles (as in the Birmingham Post- 
Herald /see, Table 7J) surely leads to the misconception that Negroes are 
substantially different from whites, and that they are undesirable. The 
following excerpts from letters-to-editors reveal such misconceptions: 
Negroes should not feel too badly about their backward development 
any more than the Anglo-Saxons should feel bad about the develop¬ 
ment of our civilization being 2,000 years behind the Asian and 
almost as much behind that of the Jews....2 
In all my life of association with the Negro race... I have yet 
to know a Negro who really has the welfare of other Negroes at 
heart. Most Negroes will not even give another a lift in an 
automobile without charging him for the distance he rides.’ 
Representative reporting could help to erase gross misconceptions by 
giving proper attention to the complimentary activities of Negroes which 
are duplications of the activities of whites. The value of portraying 
similarities between life in the Negro and white communities of the South 
is revealed in Bogardus' observation that "a people feels nearer to another 
people of similar culture patterns and backgrounds than to other peoples 
unless serious competition of some kind occurs between them.It is not 
^■Roger Yoshino, op. cit. 
2"Tell it to Old Grandma," The Montgomery Advertiser (Alabama), March 
1+, 1963, p. IjA. 
^Ibid., October U, 1963, p. hk. 
^Bogardus, "Racial Distance Changes in the United States," op. cit., 
XLIII (November - December, 1958), 13U. 
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the task of this study to determine how representative of Negro life is 
news in the newspapers scrutinized; it is obvious, however, that such news 
is heavily weighted on the unfavorable side. 
Unfavorable imbalance in reporting news.—Table 8 shows the amount of 
unfavorable imbalance of news reporting in each newspaper. The Coefficient 
of Imbalance, used to indicate how much negative stereotyping is done by 
the newspapers studied, fluctuates in a positive or negative direction under 
the following conditions: 
1. The Coefficient increases in a positive direction when the 
frequency of units of favorable content increases. 
2. The Coefficient increases in a negative direction when the 
frequency of units of unfavorable content increases. 
3. If all units of relevant content are neutral, the Coefficient 
will be zero. 
it. If the number of units of favorable content is equal to the 
number of units of unfavorable content, the Coefficient will 
be zero. 
Since all of the newspapers studied printed more unfavorable than 
favorable news about Negroes, their Coefficients of Imbalance are stressed 
as negative values. Table 8 shows the rank order of the various newspapers 
in this respect. 
Reporting Negro crime.—Perhaps the most frequent negative observation 
made about Negroes is that they are given to committing crimes. "Mary 
Americans firmly believe that the Negro is a born criminal. They read in 
their newspapers almost everyday of crimes that were committed by Negroes."^ 
^Maxwell S. Stewart, "The Negro in Contemporary America," American 
Minorities, ed. Milton L. Barron ([New York, 1958), Part XV, 182-83. 
TABLE 8 
UNFAVORABLE IMBALANCE OF NEWS ABOUT NEGROES AS REFLECTED BY THE 
COEFFICIENT OF IMBALANCE BY NEWSPAPER, AND RANK ORDER OF 






Birmingham Post-Herald -.773 1 
Jackson Daily News -.701 2 
Charleston News and Courier -.587 3 
Memphis Commercial Appeal -.1*31 1* 
Arkansas Gazette -.396 5 
Florida Times-Union --39U 6 






. 1 8 
Atlanta Constitution -.260 9 
Raleigh News and Observer -.233 10 
All newspapers -.1*1*6 
This assertion, made by Stewart, is substantiated by the findings of our 
study. A disporportionate percentage of the unfavorable news found in the 
newspapers analyzed was concerned with Negro crime. .To complicate matters 
even more, Negro criminals were identified by race in all of the papers. 
While race labeling could aid in identifying criminal suspects in the case 
of unsolved crimes this did not appear to be the aim of the newspapers 
studied. It was found that in most instances race was the only physical 
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characteristic mentioned. Sutherland and Cressey attempted to pinpoint the 
effect of this practice when they made the following observations 
If ... papers had a policy of inserting the word ''Republican" 
of "Baptist" after the name of every person arrested who was 
a Republican voter or a member of the Baptist Church, and 
making no mention of the political or religious affiliations 
of all other persons accused of crimes, the public would soon 
be convinced that Republicans and Baptists were unusually 
addicted to crimes.1 
While statistics indicate that in proportion to their numbers more 
Negroes are arrested than whites, the newspapers' practice of labeling 
criminals as Negroes while not labeling the white criminal as white magnifies 
2 
the rate in the minds of readers. Thus, the combination of race labeling 
of Negroes and the vast amount of news about Negro crimes serves to reinforce 
and shai*pen the stereotype of the Negro as addicted to crime. 
"Few editors," asserts Rudwick, "believe that the Negro is a biolog¬ 
ically criminal race." He suggests that they acknowledge the impact of 
depressed socio-economic conditions on the Negro crime rate and claim to be 
attempting to arouse public concern.-^ However, the writer encountered few, 
if any, instances in which articles about Negro crimes or Negro criminality 
gave due consideration to the socio-economic factor. Table 9 shows the 
number of articles found in each newspaper which supported the stereotyped 
conception of Negroes as criminal in nature. It also reveals the percentage 
of the unfavorable news about Negroes that these articles constitute. 
"Sïdwin H. Sutherland and Donald R. Cressey, Principles of Criminology 
(Chicago, 1955), p. 139. 
2 
Maurice R. Davie, Negroes in American Society (New York, 19U9), p. 25l. 
•^Elliot M. Rudwick, "Race Labeling and the Press," The Journal of Negro 
Education, XXXI (Spring, 1962), 178. 
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TABLE 9 
THE PERCENTAGE OF UNFAVORABLE CONTENT CONSTITUTED 








Arkansas Gazette kl 65.3 
Atlanta Constitution 73 82.0 
Birmingham Post-Herald 89 81.7 
Charleston News and Courier 92 90.2 
Florida Times-Union U3 62.3 
Jackson Daily News 108 78.8 
Memphis Commercial Appeal 61 83.6 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 70 8U.3 
Raleigh News and Observer 6l 93.8 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 51 91.1 
All Newspapers 695 81.3 
It should be noted that by comparing the percentage of unfavorable 
news devoted to Negro crime by various papers with the Coefficients of 
Unfavorable Imbalance, one finds that some of the newspapers that put 
greatest emphasis on unfavorable news were not the ones which relied 
heaviest on Negro crime as their source of news. Apparently, these news¬ 
papers find other negative aspects of Negro behavior more plentiful than 
the other papers. A notable example of this is found in the fact that only 
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two newspapers — the Arkansas Gazette and the Florida Times-Union — printed 
a lower percentage of their unfavorable news items about Negro crime than 
did the Jackson Daily News, yet only one newspaper — the Birmingham Post- 
Herald — had a higher Coefficient and of Unfavorable Imbalance than did 
the Daily News. 
Conclusions»—The findings described in the preceding sections of this 
chapter are such that they support one of the major hypotheses of the study 
as well as the postulates of the hypothesis. 
One of our hypotheses was that the more widely circulated Southern 
newspapers print news about Negroes which is predominantly unfavorable. This 
hypothesis was supported by the findings. A study by Gist, which involved 
newspapers from various parts of the United States, determined that out of 
the news about Negroes printed in the newspapers in its sample, 1*6.9 per 
cent was "anti-social."'*’ Inasmuch as Gist's sample came from papers pub¬ 
lished in 1928 and 1929, this percentage is low enough to be considered at 
odds with the findings (65.3 per cent of the news in the sampled newspapers 
was unfavorable) of the present study. The fact that Gist's study included 
Northern, Eastern, and Western newspapers in addition to Southern ones, how¬ 
ever, is thought to explain partially the disparity between the findings of 
the two studies. In addition to this, there is some evidence that Gist's 
"anti-social" category, although it encompasses the "unfavorable" category 
used in the present study, included news bearing on Negro-white relations — 
a realm of activity which is outside the domain of our study's "unfavorable 
news." 
^Gunnar Ifyrdal, An American Dilemma: The Negro Problem and Modern 
Democracy (New York, 19l*U), p. 1373, quoting Noel P. Gist, "The Negro in 
the Daily Press," Social Forces (March, 1932). 
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Although all of the newspapers which were chosen for this study print 
a greater amount of unfavorable news than they do favorable and neutral 
news, they vary widely in the degree to which they do this; the Birmingham 
Post-Herald, for example, had a high Coefficient of Unfavorable Imbalance 
(-.773), while the Raleigh News and Observer had a very low Coefficient 
(-.233). The other newspapers fell between these extremes but neverthe¬ 
less varied sharply in this respect. A study by Spearman also found this 
type of variation.*’ 
The findings of this study supported the hypothesis that in Southern 
newspapers there is a dearth of news coverage where the achievements of 
Negroes — one form of favorable news — are concerned. Lee states that 
2 
many studies have noted this tendency. 
The pattern of news selection which is used by the newspapers is such 
that it supports the negative stereotypes of the Negro which are held by 
whites. According to Allport, the white and Negro groups, because of the 
3 
social distance between them, need to be interpreted to each other. The 
findings of this study indicate that the newspapers of the South do little 
to interpret accurately Negroes to whites and that they may actually in¬ 
crease the social distance between the two groups through their pattern of 
news selection. 
waiter Spearman, "Racial Stories in the News," Walter Spearman and 
Sylvan Meyer, Racial Crisis and the Press (Atlanta, I960), p. 27. 
2 
Gordon Allport, The Nature of Prejudice (Garden City, 1958), p. 195» 
quoting Alfred M. Lee, "The Press in the Control of Intergroup Tensions," 
The Annals of the American of Political and Social Sciences, CCXLIV (19Ü7). 
^Gordon Allport, The Nature of Prejudice (Garden City, 1958), pp. 195-96. 
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Among the newspapers studied, the Atlanta Constitution, the Richmond 
Times-Dispateh, and the Raleigh News and Observer concentrate on unfavorable 
news about Negroes the least, while the Birmingham Post-Herald, the Jackson 
Daily News, and the Charleston News and Courier concentrate on this type 
of news the most. The Memphis Commercial Appeal, the Arkansas Gazette, the 
Florida Times-Union,and New Orleans Times-Picayune lie between these ex¬ 
tremes in regard to the printing of unfavorable news. 
The majority (over 60 per cent for all newspapers) of the unfavorable 
news which is printed about Negroes concerns their crimes. This finding 
bears out one of the major hypotheses. The stereotyped picture of the 
Negro which portrays him as a criminal is strengthened by the pattern of 
news selection used by Southern newspapers (see Appendix G). MyrcLal is in 
accord with this idea. He says that the fact that all aspects of Negro life 
other than crime are neglected in the white press gives news about crime 
1 
undue weight. 
Rudwick intimates that, in considering Negro crime, those who edit 
newspapers acknowledge the impact of depressed socio-economic conditions 
on the crime rate. He says that these editors allude to the idea that they 
2 
are arousing public concern, a necessary step in eradicating the problem. 
During the process of collecting data for the present study it was found 
that the newspapers print a vast amount of news about the crimes of in¬ 
dividual Negroes but very little information about the causes of the high 
Negro-crime rate (in some cases, none). 
^Gunnar Myrdal, op. cit., pp. 655-56 
^Elliot M. Rudwick, op. cit. 
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Although the Jackson Dally News concentrates on unfavorable Negro news 
(it ranked second in this respect), the proportion of such news which is 
devoted to Negro crime is lower than most of the other papers studied. The 
converse of this principle is found to be true of other papers. The Richmond 
Times-Dispatch and the Raleigh News and Observer, which ranked low — ninth 
and seventh respectively — in percentage of articles devoted to unfavorable 
news, ranked high — the Richmond Times Dispatch, second, and the Raleigh 
News and Observer, first -- in percentage of unfavorable content devoted 
to crime. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, IMPLICATIONS, AND LIMITATIONS 
This study has attempted to determine whether or not the attention 
given the Negro by the Southern white press — as to his interrelations with 
whites and as to his private life — differs in amount and/or degree accord¬ 
ing to the nature of the activity in which he is involved. The focus of 
attention has been in three veins: 
1. How does the press treat the Negro when he is concerned 
with eliminating segregation and discrimination? 
2. How does the press treat the Negro when he is engaged in 
activities which could be threatening to prejudiced whitesj 
and how does this treatment compare with the way he is 
treated when his activities are likely to be sanctioned by 
prejudiced whites? 
3. How does the press coverage of the Negro when he is engaged 
in commendable, stereotype-shattering behavior compare with 
the way he is treated when his activities support unfavorable 
stereotypes? 
Thirty-five issues of each of ten widely circulated white newspapers 
in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia were analyzed for Negro 
news. The emphasis or "intensity," placed by the newspapers on occurrences 
in Negro-white relations which represented real or imagined gains — "in¬ 
dulgence" — for segregationist whites was assigned an arbitrary numerical 
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value. The same was done for news items which implied real or imagined 
losses — ‘'deprivation" — for segregationist whites, using the same 
criteria of emphasis. 
A similar measurement was made of news about Negroes which bifurcated 
toward the categories of "threat content" and "decorous content." The 
articles were also given a simple count to determine the number in each 
category. 
The third phase of analysis was simply an enumeration of articles about 
Negroes which were "favorable," "neutral»" or "unfavorable." Attention was 
also given to the number of unfavorable articles which had Negro crime as 
their subject. 
In keeping with the task of comparison each phase of analysis involved 
scrutiny of the similarities and/or differences with which individual news¬ 
papers treated news items of mutually exclusive categories. The difference 
in the treatment given these categories of news items was viewed as Imbalance. 
In addition, the various newspapers were compared with each other to deter¬ 
mine the similarities and differences with which they treat the categories 
of news items. The ten papers were ranked according to their positions as 
ordered by imbalance. 
The data collected and analyzed led to the following conclusions; 
1. Southern newspapers vary — some of them widely — in their 
coverage of news that concerns the relations between Negroes 
and whites, in their coverage of Negro activities, and in 
their coverage of Negroes as individuals. 
. The treatment of the Negro varies according to the nature of 
the news content involved more noticeably in the most widely 
2 
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circulated newspapers of Mississippi, Alabama, and South 
Carolina than in other deep-South newspapers of wide 
circulation. 
3. Some Southern newspapers place more emphasis on occurrences 
which indulge whites who cherish segregation, than they put 
on occurrences which deprive these whites. 
U. Some of the newspapers of the South play up Negro behavior 
which is threatening to whites more than they do Negro be¬ 
havior which conforms to the system of segregation and in¬ 
equality. 
5. In the newspapers of the deep South, news about Negroes is 
more often unfavorable than favorable. 
6. Southern newspapers concentrate on crimes committed by Negroes 
more than on any other negative aspect of Negro behavior. 
7. Even disregarding orientation and direction of news events, 
some Southern newspapers minimize the activities of Negroes 
much more than do others. 
8. Seme Southern white newspapers manipulate Negro news by con¬ 
trolling the use of emphasis devices, as well as by regulating 
the number of Negro events covered. 
9. Vast numbers of Negro crimes are covered by Southern newspapers 
without any explanation of the conditions which are responsible 
for the apparently high Negro crime rate. 
10. The commendable activities of Negroes — including achievements 
— are, for the most part, ignored by the Southern white press. 
The conclusions of this study constitute some hypotheses which demand 
6U 
further investigation and substantiation. For the most part, no effort 
has been made to speculate on the effects of the practices utilized by 
the papers studied. In spite of this fact, the inference is that these 
practices are not desirable if the ends sought are the easing of racial 
tension and the integration of the Negro into the mainstream of American 
life. While no conclusions as to the effects of the special treatment of 
the Negro can be reached through the findings of the study alone, there are 
many negative results implied by these findings when they are taken in com¬ 
bination with existing race-relations theory. 
One of the accomplishments of the study is its usefulness in exposing 
possible breaches of the obligation of newspapers to keep the public 
accurately informed of occurrences which are meaningful. One of the study's 
limitations is its aforementioned inability to determine accurately the 
effect which newspapers' lack of responsibility has on Negro-white relations. 
One must keep in mind, however, that a single content analysis cannot be 
expected to investigate every aspect of the communication cycle. Wright 
emphasizes this fact when he says: 
It is important to remember ... that content analysis 
itself provides no direct evidence on the nature of the 
communicator, audience, or effects. Therefore, great 
caution must be exercised whenever this technique is 
used for any purpose other than the straightforward 
description and analysis of the manifest content of the 
communication.... In the absence of direct evidence on 
communicator or effects, however, researchers sometimes 
prefer to make inferences about them from content analysis 
rather than speculate on such matters with no data at all. 
/italics mine/ 
Charles R. Wright, Mass Communication: A Sociological Perspective 
(New York, 1959), p. 77. 
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Another aspect of the study which delimits the use of its findings 
is the difficulty found in applying them to Southern newspapers in general. 
Since the newspapers chosen for analysis are widely circulated in the states 
in which they are printed, they could possibly influence the policies of 
some of the smaller newspapers in the same states. It is difficult to say, 
however, whether or not these large newspapers represent typical news cover¬ 
age in their states. Further, since the investigation was not one which 
examined expost facto the practices of the newspapers analyzed, no trend 
can be established for them — nothing can be said either to substantiate 
1 2 
or to contradict the assertions of Myrdal and Allport that the extent to 
which the Negro is given damaging coverage by the newspapers of the South 
is decreasing. 
Finally, anyone who reads the report of this investigation should keep 
in mind that nowhere was there mentioned any absolute standards of fair and 
accurate news coverage. The practices of each newspaper involved were com¬ 
pared with the practices of the other newspapersj in some instances the 
individual papers were studied to determine whether or not the extent of 
coverage varied with the orientation of subject matter — but this is all. 
The task of evaluating the ten newspapers studied by criteria of fairness 
is left for other interested investigators. 
^Gunnar Myrdal, An American Dilemma: The Negro Problem and Modern 
Democracy (New York, 19U:), p. 6é>l. 
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TYPICAL DATA COLLECTION CARD FOR DIRECTIONAL NEWS 
Memphis Commercial Appeal, l/U/63 
«Court Will Hear Appeals Arising From Sit-ins" 
1. Orient. (8) 
2. Cap. 21^1 Deprivative - Prospective loss 
3. Page 2 
U. Col. 9 3/U" 
5. m 
6. Action 
"...Private citizens have the 
right to practice private 
discrimination . . . ." 
TYPICAL DATA COLLECTION CARD FOR THREAT-ORIENTED 
AND DECOROUS NEWS 
Charleston News and Courier 7/13/62 
"King Vows To Push Racial Fight" 
1. Cap. 6/16" 
2. Page 5A 
3. Col. 7" 
THREAT 
5. Action 
Repeated use of words 
such as "fight" and "push" 
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APPENDIX B 
SCALING DEVICE FOR STUDIES OF INTENSITY OF NEWS 
COVERAGE 
Prominence 
Page on which found Score 
Front or editorial pages   20 
Second page of section one or front pages 
of sections other than section one  15 
Third page of section one or hack pages 
of any section ..................... 10 
Other pages  5 
Size of caption 
type 5/8» and above  20 
1/3'* to 1/2“ type  15 
l/U»to 5/l6» type  10 
"type 3/l6” and below  5 
Length of column 
25 5/8» - 3UM  20 
17 1/8» - 25 1/2"  15 
8 5/8» - 17»  10 
1/8» - 8 1/2»  5 
Photographs as supplements 
Used  20 
Not Used  0 
Dynamism 
Evident    20 
Not Evident 0 
APPENDIX C 
TYPICAL TABULATING AND RECORDING SHEET FOR STUDIES OF INTENSITY OF NEWS COVERAGE 
Newspaper: Number of Points Per Article 














Charleston News and Courier 
Florida Times-Union 
Jackson Daily News 
Memphis Commercial Appeal 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 
Raleigh News and Observer 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 
Number of Articles in Various Categories 














Arkansas Gazette 31 27.7 59 52.7 22 19.6 112 
Atlanta Constitution 35 2U.3 80 55.6 29 20.1 1UU 
Birmingham Post-Herald Ul 33.9 52 U3.0 28 23.1 121 
Charleston News and Courier 37 31.9 5U U6.5 25 21.6 116 
Florida Times-Union 38 29.2 71 5H.6 21 16.2 130 
Jackson Daily News 59 38.6 6h hi.8 30 19.6 153 
Memphis Commercial Appeal U3 30.7 73 52.2 2b 17.1 lUo 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 38 29.6 70 52.7 25 18.7 133 
Raleigh News and Observer 31 25.0 7U 59.7 19 15.3 12 U 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 37 28.7 69 53.5 23 17.8 129 
All Newspapers 390 29.95 666 51.15 216 18.9 1302 
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APPENDIX F 
NUMBER OF DECOROUS ARTICLES AND PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL THREAT 
DECORUM CONTENT CONSTITUTED BY DECOROUS ARTICLES 
BY NEWSPAPER 
Newspaper Number Decorous 
Articles 
Percentage of Total 
Articles 
Arkansas Gazette 15 23.1 
Atlanta Constitution 23 25.55 
Birmingham Post-Herald 18 18.75 
Charleston News and Courier 16 21.9 
Florida Tiraes-Union 19 2U.05 
Jackson Daily News 18 16.1 
Memphis Commercial Appeal 19 22.1 
New Orleans Times-Picayune 18 19.8 
Raleigh News and Observer 23 28.U 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 17 22.1 
All Newspapers 186 21.9 
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APPENDIX G 
NIMBER OF ARTICLES CONCERNING NEGRO LIFE AND NIMBER AND 
PERCENTAGE OF THESE ARTICLES DEVOTED TO CRIME BY 
NEWSPAPER AND BY CATEGORY 
Newspaper 






Arkansas Gazette 120 U7 39.2 
Atlanta Constitution l6l 73 U5.3 
Birmingham Post-Herald 131 89 67.9 
Charleston News and Courier 1U0 92 65.7 
FLorida Times-Union 106 U3 U0.6 
Jackson Daily News 179 108 60.3 
Memphis Commercial Appeal 125 61 H8.8 
New Orleans Times-Pic ayune 139 70 50.35 
Raleigh News and Observer 111 61 5U.95 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 97 51 52.6 
All Newspapers 1309 6o5 U6.2 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Books 
Allport, Gordon W. The Nature of Prejudice. Garden City: Doubleday & 
Co., Inc., 1958. 
Barron, Milton L. (ed.). American Minorities. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
Inc., 1958. 
Bamouw, Erik. Mass Communication. New York: Rinehart & Co., 1956. 
Berelson, Bernard. Content Analysis in Communication Research. Glencoe: 
The Free Press, 195£. 
Berelson, Bernard and Janowitz, Morris (eds.). Reader in Public Opinion 
and Communication. Glencoe: The Free Press, 195o« 
Davie, Morris R. Negroes in American Society. New York: McGraw-Hill & 
Co., 19h9. 
Doob, Leonard ¥. Public Opinion and Propaganda. New York: Heniy Holt 
and Company, 19ÏÏ87 
Hovland, Carl, Janis, Irving, and Kelly, Harold. Communication and 
Persuasion. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1956. 
Katz, B., et al. (eds.). Public Opinion and Propaganda. New York: 
The Dryden Press, 1951i. 
Lasswell, Harold D., and Leites, Nathan (eds.). The Language of 
Politics. New York: Stewart and Co., 19h9» 
Lee, Alfred M. How To Understand Propaganda. New York: Rinehart & 
Co., 1952. 
atyrdal, Gunnar. An American Dilemma: The Negro Problem and Modem 
Democracy. New 'York:' Harper and Brothers' ïric.', l9kh» 
Park, Robert E. Society. Glencoe: The Free Press, 1955» 
Rouccfc, Joseph S., et al. (eds.). Social Control. Princeton: D. Van 
Nostrand Company, Inc., 1956. 
76 
77 
Smith, B. L., Las swell, H. D., Casey, R. D. Propaganda, Communication and 
Public Opinion» Princeton: Princeton University Press, 19h6. 
Spearman, Walter, and Meyer, Sylvan. Racial Crisis and the Press. Atlanta: 
Southern Regional Council, I960. 
Sutherland, Edwin H., and Cressey, Donald R. Principles of Criminology. 
Chicago: J. P. Lippincott Company, 1955» 
Wright, Charles R. Mass Communication: A Sociological Perspective. 
New York: Random House, 1959. 
Young, Kimball. An Introductory Sociology. New York: American Book Co., 
193U. 
Articles and Periodicals 
Ames, Jessie D. "Editorial Treatment of Iynchings," Public Opinion 
Quarterly, II (Winter, 1938), 77-8U. 
Arkansas Gazette. June 2U-30, 1962; September 16-22, 1962; January 
6-12, 1963; April 1-7, 1963; and June 23-29, 1963. 
Atlanta Constitution (Georgia). June 2U-30, 1962; September 16-22, 1962; 
January 6-12, 1963; April 1-7, 1963; and June 23-29, 1963. 
Birmingham Post-Herald (Alabama). June 2it-30, 1962; September 16-22, 
19o2; January 6-12, 1963; April 1-7, 1963; and June 23-29, 1963. 
Bogardus, Emory S. "Racial Distance Changes in the United States," 
Sociology and Social Research, XLIII (November-December, 1958), 127-35. 
 . "Reducing Racial Tensions," Sociology and Social Research, 
XXXV (September-October, 1950), 50-571 
Charleston News and Courier (South Carolina). June 2U-30, 1962; September 
16-22, 1962; January 6-12, 1963; April 1-7, 1963; and June 23-29, 1963. 
Florida Times-Union. June 2I4.-3O, 1962; September 16-22, 1962; January 
6-12, 1963; April 1-7, 1963; and June 23-29, 1963. 
Jackson Daily News (Mississippi). June 21;-30, 1962; September 16-22, 
1962; January 6-12, 1963; April 1-7, 1963; and June 23-29, 1963. 
Memphis Commercial Appeal (Tennessee). June 2U-30, 1962; September 1-7, 
1962; January 6-12, 1963; April 1-7, 1963; and June 23-29, 1963. 
"Morning Mail," The Birmingham (Alabama) News, January 2, 1962. 
"Morning Mail," The Birmingham (Alabama) News, January 30, 1962. 
78 
New Orleans Times-Picayune (Louisiana). June 2U-30, 1962; September 16-22, 
1962; January 6-12, 1963; April 1-7, 1963; and June 23-29, 1963. 
Pool, I. De S., and Shulman, Irwin. "Newsmen's Fantasies, Audiences and 
Newswriting," Public Opinion Quarterly, XXIII (Summer, 1959), U±5-l58. 
"Pulse of the Public," Atlanta Constitution (Georgia), May 17, 1963. 
"Pulse of the Public," Atlanta Constitution (Georgia^ July 30, 1962. 
Raleigh News and Observer (North Carolina). June 2k-30, 1962; September 
16-22, 1962; Januaiy 6-12, 1963; April 1-7, 1963; and June 23-29, 1963. 
"Readers" Viewpoint," Jackson Daily News (Mississippi), July 30, 1963. 
Richmond Times-Dispatch (Virginia). June 2U-30, 1962; September 16-22, 
January 6-12, 1963; April 1-7, 1963; and June 23-29, 1963. 
Rudwick, Elliot M. "Race Labeling and the Press," The Journal of Negro 
Education, XXXI (Spring, 1962), 177-181. 
Stewart, Milton. "Importance in Content Analysis: A Validity Problem," 
Journalism Quarterly, XX (19U3), 286-293. 
"Tell It To Old Grandma," Montgomery Advertiser (Alabama), February 13, 
1963. 
"Tell It To Old Grandma," Montgomery Advertiser (Alabama), March U, 1963. 
"Tell It To Old Grandma," Montgomery Advertiser (Alabama), October 17, 1963. 
Tumin, Melvin M. "Exposure to Mass Media and Readiness for Desegregation," 
Public Opinion Quarterly, XXI (Summer, 1957), 237-251. 
Yoshino, Roger. "The Stereotype of the Negro and His High-Priced Car," 
Sociology and Social Research, XLIV (November-Deeember, 1959), 112-118. 
Reports 
Tuskegee Institute. Race Relations in the South - 1963: Fiftieth Annual 
Report to the American People on Developments in Race Relations, 
Prepared by the Department of Social Science Research (Tuskegee: 
Tuskegee Institute, 196U). 
